
STAY SAFE AFTER THE 
STORM HAS PASSED

Getting through a hurricane is always dangerous, and certainly far from fun. 
It’s natural to feel a great sense of relief when the storm moves away from 
our area or altogether dissipates. That feeling of relief, however, shouldn’t 
diminish our sense of caution, because many dangers will remain even 
after a hurricane has passed by. Most hurricane related deaths occur after 
hurricane, often when people are removing debris. 

Downed power lines, broken water, sewer or gas lines, clogged roadways 
and dangling tree limbs are just a few of the lingering hazards that must be 
dealt with after a hurricane has moved through the area. 

Here are several tips to consider to keep you and your family safe during the 
cleanup and recovery period following any major storm:

GENERAL GUIDELINES
• 	 Avoid driving until authorities clear roadways of debris and downed  

power lines.
• 	 Don’t drive through standing water. You could be stranded, injured or 

swept away by flash-flood waters.
• 	 Watch out for downed power lines. Stay away from them, and report 

them to authorities.
•	 Be on the lookout for other broken utility lines — water, sewer and gas 

lines in particular, but also phone, cable and other service hook-ups. 
Report these kinds of problems to authorities as well.

• 	 Never try to touch or move downed lines or repair broken electric or  
gas connections.

• 	 Be careful not to accidentally set fires, and quickly report any fires you do 
notice. Fires spread rapidly during emergency situations when decreased 
water pressure and transportation problems may hinder firefighters.

• 	 Be extremely careful clearing storm debris, which may camouflage 
downed power lines, serve as hiding places for wild animals, or be 
contaminated with raw sewage or other hazards.

• 	 Always wear heavy gloves and boots, and wear chainsaw chaps if 
operating a chainsaw.

 

KEEP A SAFE WATER SUPPLY
It may be several days before authorities can restore water and sewer service 
to your home after a hurricane. While you’re waiting, it is important to keep 
stored water safely potable and free of contamination. Store a 3 day supply 
for each family member. A normally active person needs to drink at least 2 
quarts of water daily.

If you have the slightest doubt about the water’s safety for drinking, purify it 
by using one of the following methods:
• 	 Boil for 10 minutes and pour between containers to replenish oxygen.
• 	 Add eight drops of liquid chlorine bleach (contains 5.25% sodium 

hypochlorite/no soap or fragrances) per gallon.
• 	 Purification tablets and iodine are not effective and are no longer 

recommended by the USDA. 
• 	 Water can be safely stored in a cool dark place for up to six months.
• 	 You can safely store water in your freezer by filling plastic bags or other 

leak-proof containers about 2/3 full, then freezing. When the electricity 
goes out during a storm, simply let the stored ice melt.

• 	 Even a water bed, bathtub or spare bucket can be used to store extra 
water — just make sure to fill them up before you lose electric or water 
service at home. For water beds, fill with fresh water and treat with two 
ounces of bleach per 120 gallons. Use water stored in bathtubs or open 
containers for cleaning and washing, but not for cooking or drinking.

FOOD STORAGE TIPS
•	 While you are waiting for the lights — and the refrigerator — to come 

back on, you may not be able to travel safely to the grocery store. Plan 
ahead to have enough non-perishable food on hand for several days of 
use.

•	 Check all canned or stored dry goods for quality before consuming them. 
Toxins can form quickly in the form of bacteria or mold in the hot, humid 
days after a hurricane.

•	 If you aren’t sure whether the food is safe, do not eat it! You might not 
have quick access to emergency medical care to treat food poisoning 
because of blocked roadways or other storm-related delays.

•	 Keep a supply of non-perishable food in the trunk of your car or some 
other safe location, just in case your primary food stores become 
damaged during the storm and cannot be used.
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